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UNESCO MEETING ANC PRESS CONCERNS 
CINSERTS IN LIPRARY) 


ANNCR: 

THE UNESCO GENERAL ASSEMBLY NOW MEETING IN NAIROBI CNOTE: 
BFGINS OCT. 26) WILL BE SPENDING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER IN 
DISCUSSIONS OF SOME SEVENTY AGENDA ITEMS. AMONG THEM -- 

PROPOSALS INVOLVING GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS, IT'S A SUBJECT WHOSE BACKGROUND DEVELOPMENT HAS 
STIRRED ALARM IN JOURNALISM COMMUNITIES. TO LEARN MORE, VOA'S 

RAY KABAKER SPOKE WITH DOCTOR PAUL FISHER, DIRECTOR OF THE FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION CENTER IN COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, AND HERE IS HIS 
REPORT: 

VOICE: 

THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION CENTER IS SUPPORTED BY THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI, HONE OF ONE OF AMERICA'S BEST REGARDED 
SCHOOLS OF JOURNALISM, THE CENTER WAS BEGUN SOME THIRTY YEARS 
AGO, DEDICATED TO THE IDEA THAT AMERICAN PRESS ORGANIZATIONS 
NEEDED A WAY TO KEEP UP WITH DEVELOPMENTS THAT AFFECT THE US 
CONSTITUTION PROVISIONS CONCERNING FREEDOM OF THE PRESS. THIS IS 
PRIMARILY A MATTER OF LEGISLATIVE ACTION THAT AFFECTS THE MEANING 
OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT, WHICH SAYS THAT CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO 
LAW AERIDGING THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS. THE FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION CENTER SERVICES VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
WITH NEWSLETTERS AND REPORTS. ECCAUSE THE GENERAL SUBJECT OF 
PRESS FREEDOM IS OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN, DOCTOR FISHER HAS 
FOLLOWED DEVELOPMENTS ABROAD. EARLIER THIS YEAR HE SAT AS AN 
OFFICIAL AMERICAN OBSERVER AT A UNESCO REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
LATIN AMERICAN MINISTERS MEETING IN COSTA RICA TO CONSIDER QUESTIONS 
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INVOLVING INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS. HERE'S HOW HE SEES THE 
OVERALL CONCERN OF "THIRD WORLD" OR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES" 
OFFICIALS WHO DEAL WITH THE SUBJECT INTO TERMS OF NEWS GATHERING: 
TAPE: CUT ONE -=- FISHER 
"I THINK THAT THE FEELING OF T!iE THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES IS THAT 
THEY ARE RARELY EVER COVERED IN A POSITIVE MANNER BY THE NEWS 
AGENCIES OF THE COVELOPED WORLD, ESPECIALLY BY OF COURSE AP, UPI, 
REUTERS. THE EXPRESSION THAT'S USED FREQUENTLY IS, ‘THE ONLY TIME 
WE GET COVERED IS WHEN WE HAVE AN EARTHQUAKE OR THERE IS A 
coup.'" 
ANNCRs 

DOCTOR FISHER IS NOT HIMSELF A JOURNALIST, AND HE FINDS 
HIMSELF It! BASIC SYMPATHY WITH THAT COMPLAINT. HE'S TROUBLED 
THAT SO FE'/ AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS OFFER ANY REAL DEPTH IN COVERAGE 
OF WORLD AFFAIRS, AND HE'S UNHAPPY ABOUT JOURNALISM SCHOOL TRENDS 
SHOVING HOST STUDENTS AIMED AT CAREERS IN ADVERTISING OR PUBLIC 
RELATIONS. HE SAYS PEOFLE Wii "ArT TO SEE MORE VOICES OF OPINION 
AND MGRE SOURCES OF INFORMATION IN THE WORLD WOULD ENDORSE THE 
IDEA OF GOVERNMENT-SUPPORTED NE'/S OPERATIONS -- ASSUMING SUCH 
OFFICIAL ACTIVITY WOULD NOT EMBAPGO OR DRIVE OUT OTHER NEWS 
AGENCIES. 

GUT HE'S CONCERNED ABOUT THE BASIC THRUST OF DISCUSSIONS ON 
THIS SUBJECT IN UNESCO AND OTHER FORUMS, SUCH AS THE MEETING 
LAST JULY IN NEW DELHI, WHERE RE°RESENTATIVES OF 58 COUNTRIES 
AGREED TO ESTABLISH A NON-ALIGNED INTERNATIONAL NEWS AGENCY 
AND CALLED FOR BROAD RECOGNITIO:) AND MANAGEMENT OF INFORMATION 
AS A VALUABLE STATE COMMODITY, Ti#ERE IS A FRAME OF MIIWD IN SUCH 
GATHERINGS, SAYS DOCTOR FISHER, THAT COULD LEAD NOT TO GROWTH 
BUT TO RESTRICTION OF INFORMATION, 
TAPE: CUT TWO -- FISHER 
"EVEN TODAY, YOU KNOW -= UNESCO, WHICH ONCE PRODUCED BOOKS WITH 


THE TITLE ‘FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION,’ WHICH WAS DEDICATED TO THIS 
IDEA OF INFORMATION WHICH WAS FREE TO FLOW ACROSS THE BOUNDARIES OF 
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COUNTRIES -- THAT'S WHERE WE GET THAT 'FREE FLOW", FLOWING ACROSS 
THE BOUNDARIES -- NOW TALKS IN TERMS OF "BALANCED FLOW." IF YOU 
READ ARTICLE 19 OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, 
THERE'S NOTHING ABOUT "BALANCE." JUST FREE, UNINHIBITED FLOW. 
WHEN WE BEGIN TO BALANCE, WHEN WE BEGIN TO REACH JUDGEMENTS, WE 
BEGIN TO HAVE SOMEONE WHO HAS TO DETERMINE WHAT THE BALANCE WILL 
BE. AND THAT SOMEBODY USUALLY IN THE WINGS SOMEWHERE IS PROBABLY 
GOING TO BE GOVERNMENT, WHICH MAKES US UNCOMFORTABLE." 


ANNCR: 

DOCTOR FISHER POINTS UP ANOTHER DIMENSION TO THIS QUESTION OF 
GOVERNMENT CONCERNS AND INFORMATION -- AND THAT IS THE TENDENCY 
FOR LEADERS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO FAVOR THE VIEWS OF 
TECHNICIANS AND SPECIALISTS WHO SEE COMMUNICATIONS A TOOL TO 
ACHIEVE CERTAIN GOALS. 

TAPE: CUT THREE -- FISHER 


"YOU SEE, THEY'RE TALKING ADOUT USING JOURNALISM, USING 
COMMUNICATION, TO PREDETERMINED ENDS. AND TO THE AVERAGE 
JOURNALIST, THIS IS A VERY UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPMENT. THEORETICALLY, 
GOVERNMENT COULD ENTER THE COMMUNICATIONS PICTURE -- IT ALWAYS 
DOES -- AND DEVELOP THOSE PORTIONS OF THE COMMUNICATIONS SPECTRUM 
THAT THE PRIVATE SECTOR SIMPLY CANNOT DO, AND SO BRING THE 
BLESSINGS OF COMMUNICATION TO THEIR PEOPLE AT LARGE. THE PROBLEM 
ALWAYS IS -- THE SUSPICIOUS PERSON WILL ALWAYS THINK THE PROBLEM 
ALWAYS IS, AND OFTEN IT IS PROVEN TO BE -- THAT ONCE GOVERNMENT 
BEGINS TO ENTER AND CARRY OUT A DESIRABLE ACTION, IT FINDS IT 
OIFFICULT TO BROOK OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE OR OUTSIDE DISTRACTION. 
THUS YOU WONDER HOW LONG A GOVERNMENT MIGHT SUPPORT A REGIONAL 
NEWS AGENCY BEFORE TRYING TO DRIVE OUT OR PRICE OUT THE PRIVATE 
MEDIA THAT WERE NOT DOING 'RIGHT' BY THE PEOPLE. (OPT) 
GOVERNMENT WOULD SEE "WRONG ACTIONS’ IN WHAT THIS PARTICULAR 
PRIVATE ORGANIZATION WAS DOING. AND VERY QUICKLY, NOW THAT 
THEY'RE IN THE BUSINESS THEMSELVES, WOULD PERHAPS SEEK TO EXTEND 
THEIR BLESSINGS WITHOUT THE PROBLEMS ENGENDERED BY PRIVATE 
MEANS." CEND OPT) 


ANNCR: 

THE SAN JOSE CONFERENCE THAT DOCTOR FISHER ATTENDED AS A US 
OBSERVER WAS A REGIONAL UNESCO MEETING THAT, AMONG OTHER 
RESOLUTIONS, CALLED FOR STUDY OF PRESS AND COMMUNICATIONS MATTERS 
ON A GLOBAL SCALE. IT IS THIS ARENA, AND THE PRESENT UNESCO 
GENERAL CONFERENCE IN NAIROBI, THAT REFLECTS THE TENSIONS 
GATHERING BETWEEN JOURNALIST AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL. IN 
DOCTOR FISHER'S ASSESSMENT, THE PRESSURE ON UNESCO IS REAL AND 


INEVITABLE. 
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TAPE: CUT FOUR -- FISHER 


"UNESCO, I'VE MENTIONED, HAS SWITCHED FROM THIS IDEA OF PROMOTING 
THE FREE FLOW TO BALANCED FLOW, HAS SWITCHED FROM LISTENING TO 
JOURNALISTS TO LISTENING TO ENGINEERS IM COMMUNICATION, IF YOU 
WILL, AND RIGHTLY OR WRONCLY IS GETTINC AN IMAGE, IF YOU FOLLOW 
THE FREE PRESS, AS AN ORGANIZATION THAT WOULD CONTROL COMMUNICATIOt 
NOW THE MOTIVES, IF YOU GIVE Ti#E BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT, MAY BE 
ABSULTELY WONDERFUL; THAT IS, THEY WANT TO CONTROL INFORMATION 

TO THE END THAT THE DEVELOPING NATIONS WILL BE ABLE TO USE THEIR 
RESOURCES AND THEIR PEOPLE TO THE BEST ADVANTAGE, THAT THEY NOT 

BE WASTEFUL, THAT THEY GET ABOUT THE BUSINESS OF BUILDING SO THEY, 
TOO, CAN ENJOY SOME OF THE MATERIAL BLESSINGS OF THE WEALTHIER 
NATIONS. SO THE MOTIVES MAY BE MOST HUMANE AND UNDERSTANDABLE. 
BUT IF THEY'RE GOING TO USE COMMUNICATIONS ACROSS THE BOARD AS A 
TOOL, TO PRECONCEIVED ENDS, THEN THEY'RE INEVITABLY GOING TO 
EXPECT THAT FREE JOURNALISTS EVERYWHERE ARE GOING TO BE VERY 
CONCERNED, ARE GOING TO BE TALKING AS SOME PEOPLE DO ABOUT 
ESTABLISHMENT OF 'MINISTRIES OF THE TRUTH', AND BEHIND THIS 

WOULD BE THE UNESCO MODEL." 


ANNCR: 

THE VIE“'S OF DOCTOR PAUL FIS1ER, DIRECTOR OF THE FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION CENTER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI, TALKING ABOUT 
SOME CONCERNS IN THE BACKGROUND TO THE CURRENT UNESCO GENERAL 
CONFERENCE IN NAIROGI ~-- WHERE PRESS FREEDOM AND THE QUESTION 
OF GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT I?! COMMUNICATIONS IS VERY MUCH A PART 
OF THE AGENDA. 


JS/RCS 


